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CLUB SOCIAL NIGHT & PUB QUIZ
The "pub quiz" held last month at the Sailing Club to raise funds was a 
great success with a good family turnout and lots of children taking 
part. Teams of five were formed on the night and the usual format was 
played with 6 rounds of about 10 questions with the ability to play a 
"joker" on any round to double scores. 

Teams were neck and neck up until the last round, which sorted the 
men from the boys. These were a set of kayak specific questions 
curtesy of Bob Slee, our local kayak manufacturer. However, there 
was nothing local about the questions, which ranged the world's best 
paddling rivers, and raided obscure kayak minutiae that would 
challenge even a Master Mind expert. However, the winning team 
managed to successfully navigate their way through them to win the 
quiz. On accepting their winner's prize, team member Neil Banwell 
disputed that working at Bob's factory gave him any insiders 
knowledge.

Thanks to Alison Holland and Martin Stansfield for running the quiz, 
and thanks to all those that contributed to the "Unwanted Christmas 
Presents" raffle held after the quiz (there are some people who need 
to send lists to Santa next year).

Also thanks to Martin Aspinall for organising the Criminal Records 
Bureau (CRB) registration that preceded the quiz. It is important for 
the protection of junior members that the club vets coaches and 
helpers. Most of the committee registered and many willing helpers 
with approximately 20 people registering by the end of the night. If 
you are interested in helping and would like a CRB check then please 
contact Martin.

Finally, thanks to Bob Slee who drove back to his factory on the night 
to photocopy all the identification documents people supplied for the 
CRB checks.

Look out for the next social event, we hope to run a Wine Tasting 
evening soon.



BOATSHED & LAKESIDE PROJECTS
Below is a list of projects we plan to tackle to improve the facilities we use. Some of these are dependent on grants but some 
just need willing volunteers. If you would like to get involved just send an email to .events@clevedoncanoeclub.org.uk

VIEW FROM THE CHAIR
BCU Club of the Year 
Entered our club into the BCU Club of the Year. The winning club will be honoured as BCU Club of the Year 
2008 at a special presentation and will receive a £150 voucher for Cotswold Outdoors. Two additional 
clubs will win a £100 voucher to be spent at Cotswold Outdoors. All three clubs will be nominated for the 
CCPR’s (Central Council of Physical Recreation) Sports Club of the Year (SCOTY) Awards 2008 in 
association with The Foundation for Sports and the Arts. Clubs who are successful in the 15th Sports 
Club of the Year Awards will be awarded at a glittering gala dinner  in a top London hotel: First Prize - 
£6,000, Two x Second Prize - £3,000, Three x Third Prizes - £1,000. So fingers crossed we are successful.
A4A Application 
Committee agreed a grant application to Awards For All. Other clubs who have been successful in the 
applications have been awarded £10,000. Our application is for: £4,500 for a 12 boats dedicated for use at 
Clevedon swimming pool, which we will leave there and save transportation of our existing boats;  £3,500 
on funding additional coaches - 50% of training costs will be paid from grant; £1,500 on boatshed and 
lakeside improvements; £400 on two-man open canoe
Boat Shed Management group
Called a Boat Shed Management group meeting to discuss boatshed and lakeside improvements. 
Boatshed improvements included changing room, additional racking for open canoes and longer kayaks, 
lakeside improvements  included awning, pontoons with slide and slalom course, protective planking 
alongside lake wall to stop wear and tear. 



We’re all going Loopy!! 
Week 1- Alistair’s doing the Loop! Tom had spent the journey down building Alistair’s confidence with 
a rendition of the various falls and Alistair spent the time recounting that he didn’t want to get wet! 

I am sure that as Alistair, Nick, Tom and myself paddled away from Newbridge that he was asking 
himself how and why he had ended up on the Dart on a cold Winters morning and why on why with 
only a shortie wetsuit and cag when all around him had drysuits etc. 

A few swims later, two bright pink things stuck out the bottom of the shortie and happiness wasn’t too 
high on the menu. 

The mood changed quickly however at Lovers Leap (was it fate?) when Alistair was attracted to two 
ladies with a warm flask (to be honest I don’t believe the flask made any difference). An enthused 
paddler continued onwards with a promise that they would show us the ropes as they did with a 
scouting of Triple Falls. 

Continuing through the Washing Machine and down the bumps to Holne Bridge saw a smile on all of 
our faces. A warm shuttle bus awaited and as we headed up Holne Chase, Tom recounted just how 
many times I had swam – little does he know that Bob has recruited me for secret testing of the Palm 
drysuits………………………… 

Week 2 - An overly-keen son and a week of poor forecasts did nothing to dampen the enthusiasm for 
another run and this time Neil B joined (scouting for new material for his column no doubt), Alistair had 
managed to find other commitments. The potential Chair outing was not to materialise – this time. 

After several nightmares about my regular swimming I was drawn to the Dagger website ‘The river 
paddlers dream’ and managed to borrow a Mamba with the promise ‘Big paddlers will love its 
forgiveness and resurfacing ability’ – idea! 

A misty morning was awakening as we launched at Newbridge and we quickly found that the water 
level doom merchants were not to be trusted as this was much better than the week before. Tom was 
soon in his stride with his ‘I-Spy’ approach to ticking off the ‘attractions’. 

Neil was loving it as we bounced down the River – Tom & Nick 
decided to walk up theWebburn to do the lower section whilst Neil 
and myself made use of those two essential bits of equipment – a 
throw line and a camera (no, not together). 

On to Lovers Leap for my regular swim (see Learnings below) and 
then to Triple Falls where the Mamba decided to shoot them twice 
– to be fair, it was much more graceful on the first time without me! 

LEARNINGS 

·Suggest that next time I get out before Lovers Leap and carry the boat round, thereafter go back and 
swim down – same result although at least I will know where the boat and paddle are! 

·Well maybe not – ensure that when surveying the river the boat is pulled right out of the water otherwise 
it can get a mind of its own. 

·Why did I not do this when I lived in South Devon for 28 years? 

·Even if your son beats you hands down in a boat, at least I take better subject pictures (Tom sends his 
apologies again to Neil)...                                                                                                           ....Nigel



WEYMOUTH KAYAK SYMPOSIUM 
Having decided that I was going to do any serious 
paddling until the warmer weather ie the kind when you 
fall in lots, Nick and Sandra Calfe let me know about a 
Kayak Symposium being run by Weymouth Outdoor 
Education Centre. They were running various courses 
over 3 days covering Moving Water Skills, through to 
Navigation For Sea Kayaking. I was still unconvinced 
but phoned them for more information and they 
sounded so well organised, saying they could provide 
everything to keep me warm including hot cups of tea 
(hot water bottle was optional) that I signed up for the 
Moving Water Skills in the morning and Rough Water 
Handling in the afternoon. 

We set off at 6:45 to arrive and be on the water by 9:15 
and made it with plenty of time to spare and a hot cup of 
tea before we started. 

Moving Water Skills began with the coach giving us a 
briefing of the river we would be paddling, obstacles to 
avoid, and finding out about us and what our 
capabilities were. We then went out to select kit, load it 
on to their trailer and set off. The river was a tidal 
estuary flowing under a bridge with six stanchions. As 
the tide increased so the current around the 
stanchions increased with whirlpools popping up here 
and there, grabbing at boats unexpectedly. We 
practiced ferry gliding between the stanchions and 
tucking in and moving out of the slack water behind 
each. It was great fun and fantastic experience. 

Lunch allowed a warming cup of tea, some much 
needed food to replace spent energy, and basically to 
have a good chat about our experiences with the other 
people on the course. One chap had recently retired 
and at Christmas 2008 joined Poole CC and bought a 
boat a kit so had only been paddling for 8 weeks. He 
was signed up for all three days. Another chap was 
from Strode CC and invited us up to their pool sessions 
to see how they run things – will be taking him up on the 
offer soon! Then it was time to set off for the afternoon 
session. 

Rough Water Handling looked daunting as we 
approach the sea facing Portland Bill and we could see 
the large breaking waves of the treacherous tidal races 
(currents) that flow around that part of the coast. 
Fortunately, we were only going for a very pleasant 
and exciting trip rock hopping along the coastline, in 
and out or rocky outlets and caves. 

All in all, it was a thoroughly enjoyable day out and to 
be recommended...                                        ...Gavin

CRB Checks
Professional Sports and Fitness, of Warmley, have 
completed a number of CRB checks on our behalf.
Those Club members who are on the Committee, 
are engaged in training or have some contact with 
children during training have been covered.

There are a small number of people still left to do, 
but hopefully they will be completed soon.

If you wish to become involved with training, then we 
can get your CRB check completed quickly

VIEW FROM THE BANK
Eighteen months ago, if someone had said to 
me that I would become a kayaker, own a 
small fleet, be Treasurer of a Club which 
hadn’t yet formed, have ANYTHING at all to do 
with the Marine Lake and positively relish the 
prospect of high tides, I would have laughed 
dismissively and gone to see what was on TV 
instead.          A phone call from Mark Dyer 
changed all that and, seemingly, my life 
forever. I only became involved initially to 
enable my son to take part; things have never 
been quite the same since.     I can’t believe 
that actually look forward to getting up early on 
Sunday morning to catch the tide for a paddle 
(sometimes nerve-racking) to Ladye Bay and 
beyond. I don’t think I will ever get bored of 
going under Clevedon Pier. And if you are ever 
daft enough to go down the estuary towards 
Clevedon Pill, which will involve a bit of a 
struggle back against the ebbing tide, there 
are always the Peregrine Falcons gliding on 
the updraft from the cliffs to make it 
worthwhile.        I have never been much of a 
gymnast though (anyone who knows me will 
bear testament to that), so asking my creaky 
underused 43 year old frame to suddenly burst 
into youthful vigour is taking some time. I like 
to think it’s not too late. There is, of course, 
more to it. I have made many new friends and 
learnt and taught some new skills, not just 
kayaking ones either.       And so, as the mad 
Winter whitewater kayaking season finishes, 
it’s time to start gearing up again for the 
magnificent Spring and Summer that we ARE 
going to have and those long dreamy 
evenings of barbeques and splashing around 
in the Lake – not like last year then when, 
every time I booked a BBQ, it rained.       If it 
does that again this year, I think I’ll take up 
knitting instead...                              ...Martin

CAPTION 
CORNER

I assure you, the new 1 & 2 star assessments just 
introduced by the BCU does include pushing a ball 



THAT SINKING FEELING
Hello, turn the radio on; is there anybody out there? Let me hear your song. Woa!!!! Somebody stop 
me. I was having a flashback to 1993 Was the music great back then? so was the fashion, the style, 
not so sure about the ruling government, but what was good at the time (so I’m told) was the 
Kayaks.
They were BIG, long and not very pretty to look at but they were total kayaks (so I’m told). Which brings 
me to my first point today, everytime I go into our shed or wander down to the lake I see a mad rush, it is 
exhilarating to watch all the people trying with all their might to do it….get one of those boats……….one 
of those boats which is not called “Blast or Aquabat” This leaves me puzzled as these are excellent 
training boats even if they are not cosmetic beauties.
A German fellow I know, actually won the world championships in a  Blast many moons ago and still they 
flock to avoid it.
Come on guys, especially you novices, give them a chance, cos if you can paddle an Aquabat you can 
paddle ANYTHING.
Oh yes, is what you would hear me saying if you saw me now.
Why you ask? Well I have been getting out in my boat a bit more lately and enjoying every minute of it - 
well except for the awful dead leg I have been suffering with, but I am working tirelessly to fix the 
problem.
I have been lifting weights in an attempt to make my dodgy shoulder stronger and touch wood it seems to 
help.
No this is not an episode of the bionic man just a day in my life.
But being a wreck has not put me off going shopping for the latest in paddling summer wear, it  all looks 
very nice, so nice, I decided to try it out last weekend when it was freezing cold!!!!!! Maybe I will keep the 
high fashion until warmer weather arrives. (maybe not.)
I managed to get a bumpy run in on the River Dart a couple of weeks back with my mucker Nigel, his lad 
Thomas and Nick Calf. The sun was high, the water was low and the swim count was lower I am glad to 
say, with Nick being the only one of us to stay dry.
But for the record, my swim was a technical one (it didn’t count) for reasons I cannot disclose. Overall it 
was a fantastic day and I would like to coax all you members to dip your feet into the world of white 
water; it doesn’t have to be a grade 5 classic, it can be easy stomp on the grade 2 River Barle or a stretch 
down the River Frome. It really is up to you to take the bull by the horns and see what you’re missing.
Till next time..                                                                                                                            ...Neil
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